
Not to be outclassed, the MA 

students in Italian also turned 

up bearing a stash of popular 

Italian songs to liven up the 

night. 

Professor Enrico Cesaretti 

spoke to everyone in attend-

ance about the exciting fall 

events in Italian Studies (see 

this issue) such as upcoming 

talks from visiting scholars and 

cultural activities at the Shea 

House. 

As in past years, everyone went 

home full and focused on all 

things Italian at UVA for the 

year to come! 

-Sarah Annunziato 

On September 16, students and 

professors of Italian Studies 

once again gathered to mark an 

annual rite of fall: our pizza and 

pasta dinner. 

Local eatery Mona Lisa provid-

ed a variety of sumptuous dish-

es for all to sample. In addition 

to the usual fare of pizza and 

lasagna, Mona Lisa brought 

fresh focaccia, salad, and can-

noli. 

The Charlottesville-area restau-

rant was not the only place to 

contribute something great to 

the dinner. The Study Abroad 

Office at UVA also sent Ms. 

Stacy Hansen to discuss the 

many opportunities for studying 

in Italy that our students can 

enjoy. Ms. Hansen provided 

information, and took questions 

about UVA’s programs in Flor-

ence and Siena, which provide 

both semester-long and sum-

mer courses for interested par-

ticipants.  
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 Study Abroad 
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Students dine together at the 

Shea House. 
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Machiavelli in the 21st-century, due 

chiacchiere with Prof. celenza 

On September 24, students, faculty, and friends from the Greater Charlottesville community had the opportunity 

to attend a talk on Niccolò Machiavelli by Professor Christopher Celenza (right, with Prof.ssa Parker) of The 

Johns Hopkins University. Professor Celenza holds a joint appointment at the famed Baltimore university in The 

Department of Classics and the Department of German and Romance Languages and Literatures. He is also 

currently chair of Classics at Johns Hopkins. In the spring, Professor Celenza will publish a new book 

(Machiavelli: A Portrait) on the man who inspired the study of Political Science and countless films, the great 

Machiavelli.  

In his talk, entitled “Machiavelli Today, Why He Matters,” Professor Celenza discussed the major events in Flor-

entine history, such as the bloody “congiura dei Pazzi” in 1478, which shaped Machiavelli’s life and works. The 

professor also took the opportunity to set the record straight on Machiavelli; while most believe him to have been 

all about the ends justifying the means, in truth, Machiavelli was a much more complex writer and philosopher. 

The talk also discussed what modern readers can and should take from Machiavelli’s many works.  

The lecture was especially illuminating for undergraduates who plan to study abroad in Tuscany, the region of 

Machiavelli’s birth. As the man himself would tell us, good leaders should study the classics!   

-Sarah Annunziato 

Save the 

earth! 

A philosopher by training, Serenella Iovino is professor of 
Comparative Literature at The University of Turin, presi-
dent of the European Association for the Study of Litera-
ture, Culture and the Environment (www.euslce.eu) from 
2008-2010, and Research Associate at the Alexander von 
Humboltt Foundation. Professor Iovino has also authored 
numerous books and essays and she serves on the edito-
rial boards of several prestigious journals devoted to eco-
criticism, such as: ISLE, Green Zone, and Ecozon@. 
Among her most recent works, one should not miss Mate-
rial Ecocriticism (2014), co-edited with Serpil Oppermann, 
and Ecozon@’s special focus issue on Mediterranean 
Ecocriticism (August 2013). In May of 2014, she also pre-
sented the James K. Binder Lecturership in Literature at 

the University of California, San Diego. 

On October 8, Prof.ssa Iovino presented her research at 
UVA in a talk entitled “Venice’s Death and Life: Storied 
Bodies and Cognitive Justice from Thomas Mann to Porto 
Marghera.” As we enter an age of increased debate on 
climate change, carbon emissions, and waste disposal, 

Prof.ssa Iovino’s work is more relevant than ever before.  

-Enrico Cesaretti 

Serenella Iovino and Prof. 

Cesaretti. 

Prof.ssa Iovino’s book. 
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Onward & Upward with 

the ma students 

The MA students in Italian Studies have very exciting news to report: they will all give presentations at professional conferences 

this fall! Stella Mattioli tells La Vendemmia: “I will be at the ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) in 

San Antonio from November 21st to 23rd.” Stella will present a paper entitled “How to Motivate Students in Speaking in the Target 

Language” at the event, which draws teachers annually from across North America.  

Stella’s classmate Rachel Perry will present a paper at the PAMLA (Pacific Ancient and Modern Language Association) confer-

ence in Riverside, CA. Rachel will discuss Dante Alighieri’s influence on contemporary literature in a talk called “Dante’s Inferno in 

Under the Volcano.”  

Finally, someone always must go first, and so it was for Jacob Shirley, who recently presented his first paper at Short  Fuse at The 

University of Pittsburgh. Congratulations to all the MA students on their hard work and dedication! 

-The Editors 

Fun Times at the Shea 

House 

 10/28/2014:  Urban Legends and Italian Ghost 

Stories 

 11/4/2014 Movie: Johnny Stecchino (1991) 

 11/11/2014 Movie: La Grande Bellezza (2013) 

 11/18/2014 Dialects! Special Presentation from  

Prof. Damiano Benvegnù 

 11/25/2014 Dessert Pizza Night (RSVP Re-

quired) 

 12/2/2014 Seasonal Event: Italian Holidays 

(RSVP Required) 

Students taking Italian 1010 and 2010 are invited 

and encouraged to join us for Italian Corner and 

participate in our discussions! Certain events will be 

by reservation only, and more information will be-

come available on our Shea House Webpage on 

Facebook. All events will be take place on Tuesday 

nights at 8:30pm unless otherwise indicated.  

Dear All, 

Please stop in for any of our cultural events this fall. 

Also, take note: the application deadline for residency 

in the Italian section of the Shea House for 2015-

2016 is November 14, 2014.  

Interested applicants (both for residency and the Lan-

guage Assistant position) should apply online at 

http://www.virginia.edu/housing.  

Meanwhile, follow the Italian Corner at Shea House 

on Facebook for all of the latest updates from Mr. 

Shirley. 

-Enrico Cesaretti 



Professor News…. 

Benvenuto  a benvegnÙ 

The Italian Studies program at UVA is just as pleased as can be to welcome Damiano Benvegnù to our ranks as a new 

lecturer. He comes to UVA from The University of Notre Dame in Indiana, where he recently earned a PhD in Compar-

ative Literature. Prof. Benvegnù specializes in 20th-century Italian literature, human-animal studies, 

literary criticism and psychoanalysis, dialect poetry, and ecocriticism, among other captivating top-

ics. His most recent article, “Images of Narcissus: Figuring Identity in José Lezama Lima and Pier 

Poalo Pasolini,” is forthcoming in Comparative Literature Studies. In addition, his articles have also 

appeared in Modern Language Notes, Quaderni veneti, and La nuova gioventù: l’eredità intellettuale 

di Pier Paolo Pasolini.  

This fall, Prof. Benvegnù is teaching ITAL 2010 and looks forward to holding a lecture on Italian linguistic diversity at 

the Shea House (see calendar on p. 3 of this issue). Stop by his office in New Cabell Hall 466 to say “Benvenuto!” 

-Sarah Annunziato  

D. Benvegnù 

Spotlight on new lecturer, Francesca 

caLaMita… 

Cari lettori e care lettrici,  
I hold a PhD in Italian Literature from Victoria University of Wellington where I taught Italian Language and European Stud-
ies for three years. On completion of my Doctorate, I was awarded a Teaching Fellowship and became Coordinator of 
intermediate and advanced Italian language courses. I was also responsible for tailoring and delivering Italian classes at 
several continuing education programs in the Wellington region and in 2011 collaborated with Creative New Zealand for 
the NZ at Venice Biennale Project.  
 
From December 2013 to July 2014 I was a Visiting Fellow at the Centre for the Study of Contemporary Women’s Writing, Institute of Modern Lan-
guages Research, University of London where I worked on my postdoctoral book project on the fictional depiction of eating disorders in contempo-
rary Italian women’s writing (to be published by Il Poligrafo: Padua). My research interests include modern and contemporary Italian Women’s Writ-
ing, Gender Studies and Food Studies; I have organized symposia and published articles and book chapters in these areas. I am currently collabo-
rating with altrelettere (University of Zurich) to publish a series of articles all developed from the study-day New Perspectives on Italian Gender Stud-
ies which I co-organized at Victoria University of Wellington in 2013. I am also co-editing a volume on anorexia and bulimia in French, Italian, Ger-
man and Spanish women’s writing with colleagues from the UK. 
 
I am particularly interested in connecting Italian language to Food Studies and in 2013 I co-organized Parla Come Mangi [Eat Like You Speak], an 
innovative project developed by the Italian Program at Victoria University of Wellington which promotes language learning through cooking. I am also 
very interested in technology-based instruction and in 2013 I co-ordinated the project Second Life for intermediate students of Italian at VUW. I am 
committed to achieving excellence in teaching and passing on my passion for Italian Language  and Culture to my students; in my courses I often 
discusses cultural and gender stereotypes traditionally associated with Italian Culture and how they have influenced Italian Grammar.  

 

-Francesca Calamita 



For more on our new lecturers, 

see…. 

 “Parla come mangi:”  https://www.facebook.com/

parlacomemangivuw  

 Altrelettere:  http://www.altrelettere.uzh.ch/index_en.html  

 The Centre for the Study of Contemporary Women’s Writing: 

https://www.facebook.com/

CentreStudyContemporaryWomensWriting  

 Damiano Benvegnù: https://virginia.academia.edu/

DamianoBenvegnu  

Tenetevi informati! 

Prof.ssa Parker is in 

an Empire State of 

Mind... 

We recently spotted Prof.ssa Parker in New York City, where she attended “Dante in Contemporary Perspec-

tives” at the prestigious CUNY (City University of New York) Graduate Center. For the past year, Prof.ssa Par-

ker has devoted considerable time to studying artistic re-purposings of the poet’s work in other art forms, such 

as novels and films. Her participation in this month’s conference in New York builds on some of this research, 

and in particular, on the topics discussed in her most recent book, Dante’s Inferno Revealed (co-authored with 

Prof. Mark Parker). To learn more, visit https://www.facebook.com/villaitatti. 

-The Editors 
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Do not forget to sign up 

for an advising appoint-

ment between 10/27 & 11/7 

with either Prof. Cesaretti 

or Prof.ssa Annunziato! 
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The Department of Spanish, 

Italian and Portuguese offers 

three kinds of specialization 

in Italian Studies: a major in 

Italian Studies leading to the 

B.A. or B.A. with distinction; a 

minor in Italian Studies; and a 

graduate course of studies 

leading to the M.A. in Italian 

language and literature.  

For information on becoming a 

major or a minor in Italian 

Studies, please contact Pro-

fessor Adrienne Ward 

(aw7h@virginia.edu).  

If you would like more infor-

mation on the M.A. program in 

Italian, please contact Profes-

sor Enrico Cesaretti  

(efc4p@virginia.edu). 
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